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The decline of stocks of the eastern
oyster ( )

throughout most of its range and the
collapse of fisheries in some areas has
led to enhancement efforts by many U.S.
states directed towards increasing or
sustaining oyster harvest. A growing
body of evidence indicates that oysters
and the habitats that they generate
provide important ecosystem services,
and that declines in oyster stocks have
had significant ecological consequences
beyond the loss of the oyster fishery.
From their role in affecting water column
dynamics through benthic-pelagic
coupling to their support of biodiversity
as ecosystem engineers, oysters would
appear to qualify as keystone species in
many estuarine environments.

This volume brings together contributions from fisheries managers and research scientists in an attempt to develop a common information
base and a convergence of objectives and approaches towards oyster fisheries enhancement and reef habitat restoration. The 24 chapters in
this volume review the historical distribution and morphology of unexploited oyster reefs, current fisheries enhancement efforts, some of the
ecological benefits of oyster reefs, as well as ideas for new approaches towards restoring reefs and sustaining their associated fisheries.
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